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Research and development have long been
recognized as key economic drivers. Globally,
however, most R&D spending comes from just

a few of the world’s largest economies, as does
most of the world’s published research, patents,
government spending on research, and industry
investment in research. Despite this fact, it is not
lost on countries everywhere that increasing their
internal capacity for R&D is vital for their eco-
nomic success. Indeed, UNESCO recently issued
a call for countries everywhere to increase their
R&D spending to at least 1% of GDP. Doing this
is entirely infeasible for many less developed
countries, though, as is being able to actively
participate in the global research ecosystem as it
is currently structured, with the richest countries
alone having the necessary dollars to conduct
modern research that requires huge spending

on infrastructure. Also due to this concentration,
global R&D budgets are primarily focused on
issues of importance to the Global North, and
research knowledge is managed through sys-
tems that work for wealthy countries but not for
countries with more modest resources. To this
end, OSI has been working with UNESCO since
2015 to devise a workable, sustainable means of
improving the ability of researchers everywhere
to more easily participate in the global research
ecosystem, including devising globally workable,
equitable, sustainable systems for improving ac-
cess to published research, and systems that will
improve the ability of research from the Global
South to be more visible in the Global North. Im-
proving access and visibility will allow research-
ers everywhere to more actively and effectively
participate in the global R&D ecosystem, and in
doing so, will directly benefit the economies of
participating countries in terms of R&D invest-
ment overall, particularly R&D investment in
issues and projects of immediate relevance to the
people in these countries. Creating a more robust
R&D environment in these countries will also
have a synergistic effect on improving domestic
opportunities for scholars, improving educational
institutions and investment in these institutions,
and improving the expertise available in these
countries for industry and government policy,
which in turn will attract more investment, more
stability, more opportunity, and improved wealth,
growth, and quality of life.

The key innovation of OSl is that we work
together, sharing ideas and perspectives
across stakeholder and regional diversity,
and developing policy recommendations based
on solid evidence and common goals. This collab-
oration and cooperation has allowed OSI to make
unique insights and recommendations that no oth-
er organization has been able to make.

WHO

TOC

PLEASE SUPPORT OSI TODAY. VISIT OSIGLOBAL.ORG/SUPPORT, OR EMAIL INFO@OSIGLOBAL.ORG

OSl is part of the Science Communication Institute (sci.institute), a US-based 501c3 nonprofit public charity. Contributions made to OSI may be tax-deductible. 2016-2020 sponsors include the Alfred
P. Sloan Foundation, Cabell's, Cactus Communications, Copyright Clearance Center, Delta Think, the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, Elsevier, Emerald Publishing Ltd.. George Mason University,
the Laura & John Arnold Foundation, Nature Publishing Group, PressForward Institute, Research Consulting Ltd., ResearchMedia, Sage Publications, Taylor & Francis, UNESCO, Wiley, conference
participants, and individual donors. About 29% of total OSI funding comes from publishers, 25% from charitable foundations, 24% from UNESCO, 18% from conference fees, and 4% from industry

consultants and individual donors.



